
 Open Spaces Committee 
Minutes of Meeting 

held on Wednesday 27th August 2025 at 
Prestwood Community Centre, Nairdwood Lane, Prestwood, Bucks HP16 0QF 

Page 1 of 3 
 

 
Public Forum: None. 
Present:    Councillors: A Hewett, acting Chair 

Cllrs: C Bunting, R Pusey 
  Also present:  T Georgiades, Deputy Clerk, Steve Payne, Parish Warden 
  Not present: Cllr M Everitt, Val Mashall 
OS25/20 Apologies: Cllrs: C Bains, K Allan, K Pither 
OS25/21 Declaration of interests 
  None. 
OS25/22 Minutes of the meeting of Thursday 22nd May 2025– were signed following approval 

at the parish council meeting. 
OS25/23 Matters arising  

- Spurlands End Road (SER) communal fruit tree area – the committee suggested 
small native fruit trees, plum, cherry, pear and apple. Location to be agreed and R 
Pusey to visit.  Funding for trees and planting to be arranged by SER allotment. 

- Spurlands End Road tap leaking – to be inspected. 
- Greenlands Lane ‘B’ gate – gate sticking report – to be checked. 
- Greenlands Lane – loose poles around allotment to be check by C Bunting. 
- Chequers Lane secure pedestrian gate – location to be confirmed and gap to be 

measured for a slim wooden gate & quotes obtained.   A PROW check will be made 
on Bucks Council website. 

- Allotment numbering - request to all plot holders to number plots with a deadline. 
(The council will provide allotment numbers and charge plot holders if this task 
isn’t completed.) To be sent out with rent renewal request. 

OS25/24 Budget Update  
  The update for 2025-26 was noted. 
OS25/25 Allotments   
  1.  General Update 

The allotment occupancy was noted, with vacancies currently only at Ballinger, 2 
full and 3 half plots.  

 2. Allotment Liaison meetings – the next meeting is 8 October 2025 @ 4:00 pm 
  3. Nairdwood Lane  

- Fencing at back of site – replacement fencing work to be followed up with Jake.   
- Plot 14 – update – the tenant has strimmed the plot and its condition is 
acceptable. 

 - Replacement gate – quotes for a meshed metal gate on one side which is the 
same height as the existing gate to be followed up plus a chain and padlock.  

  4.  Allotment Inspections 2025 – 
     R Pusey to be sent papers for allotment judging. 
  5.  Tenancy Agreement for Community Group to use allotments - The National   

Allotment Society have offered advice confirming the legal position on CIC tenancy  
agreements and the temporary tenancy agreement will be amended. 

 6    Spurlands End Road – Hedge - the hedge cut is arranged for 16 December. 
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 7. Ballinger – proposal to consider fencing – for discussion – proposal to investigate 
planting hedges along both side of the central path to cordon off allotment plots 
from the pedestrian right of way.  

 8.  Water 
  1. Greenlands Lane – meter not working – Castle Water notified 
  2. Chequers Lane – stopcock located and leak identified – pending Affinity Water 
 9.    A further chicken policy draft was tabled.  It was agreed to edit it slightly and 

table the policy at the parish council meeting. 
OS25/26  Play Areas   
  1. Update on playground repairs – the update on the budget was noted.  As were the 

orders that have been placed for the replacement trim trail and new picnic tables at 
Buryfield and replacement surfacing under the play equipment at Ballinger  

  So far surfacing under play equipment at Buryfield adventure play area has been 
under the basket swing but Southern Landscapes are returning with the trim trail. 

 2. Buryfield Skate Park – update on repairs – it is now 15 years old boarding has been 
replaced in some areas and rivets are continually needing replacement.  A 
replacement plan will need to be considered by the council and due to the potential 
high cost this will need external funding/grants to be sourced.  

 OS25/27 Open Spaces  
  1. Prestwood Common – Width of path – it was agreed to try an eco-weed kill. 

 2. Potter Row replacement tree/hedge planting – a meeting will be arranged with the 
plot holders to arrange mitigation planting. 

 3. Tree work 
  - Westrick Walk – Fairacres – trees overhanging resident’s property – work to be 

carried out on 15th September. 
  - Westrick Walk – hawthorn and trees overgrown – to be cut back lightly and 

chippings left underneath to benefit wildlife.  
  -  It was also proposed that the Greenside small hedges are not trimmed every 

month to encourage some growth and biodiversity. 
 4. Suggested location for CCTV – the Open Spaces committee recommend locating 

CCTV in the Link Road car park by the public toilets. 
  5. Sheep Wash Pond – Prestwood – this land is unregistered and not owned by the 

parish council and Prestwood Nature have not maintained it for some time. It was 
agreed not to pursue the ownership and the area would naturally grow to support  
wildlife and biodiversity. 

 6   Benches - any bench that needs replacing or refurbishing should be replaced with a 
metal bench. The cost of refurbishment of wooden benches is not sustainable and 
metal benches would have a longer life and are harder to vandalism.  

 7.  If any 2020 Hildreth benches if still available – one could be put on the Greenlands 
Lane community allotment and the other at Ballinger Allotment or the Cricket Club.  
It was agreed to recommend that the damaged wooden bench on Buryfield be 
replaced by a metal bench with a Hildreth acknowledgement plaque. 

 OS25/28 Cemetery  
The update on the numbers of interments and plot transfers for last year was 
noted.  The work has increased and figures from the deputy clerk regarding time 
spent on cemetery work was requested.  This is to review the workload and fee 
charged to Bucks Council as owners of the cemetery. 

 OS25/29 Any Other Business – None. 
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Meeting closed at 12.00pm 
 
2025 Open Spaces meeting will be:  
Tuesday 18th November @ 11 am - 1 pm 
 
 
 


