
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Monday 13th October 2025 @ 7.30pm 

Prestwood Village Hall, Wycombe Road  
Prestwood HP16 0NZ 
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Public Forum: Residents of Honor End Road regarding moto cross / banger racing 
 Representative of Prestwood Colts Football Club 
Present: Cllr A Hewett - Chair 
 Cllrs: K Allan, L Cook, M Everitt, R Griffin, M Johnstone, M Lee, V Marshall, V Martin, 

K Pither, R Pusey 
 Also present: Jane Hennessy, clerk 
2025/332 Apologies: Cllr C Bains, H Farrelly, J Gladwin, J Hewitson, C Bunting 
2025/333 Declarations of Interest:-  (all non pecuniary) 
 Item 365 – Cllrs Pither & Cook 
 Item 337 – Cllr Everitt 
 Item 338.1 – Cllr Pusey 
 Items366 & 370 – Cllr Hewett 
2025/334 Minutes of the meeting held on 8th September 2025 were approved with minor 

amendments and signed as a true record.       
2025/335 Matters arising- 

- 2 x office laptops upgraded to Windows 11 by Ikon ICT - £360 + VAT approved by 
Cllr Hewett. 

- Repair to a sign at Ballinger Common by Sexton Fencing - £145 approved by Cllr 
Pither. 

- Remembrance day wreath from Missenden Walled Garden - £30 approved by Cllr 
Hewett. 

- Water heater leak in the kitchen at Prestwood Community Centre – Garrie Tomlin 
repair for £196.98 + VAT approved by Cllr Pither. 

- Parish Office store cupboard strip light failed – new LED unit replaced by Marsh 
Electrics - £90 – approved by Cllr Hewett. 

- 3 x new batteries needed for the MVAS/YSI speed signs - £621.60 – this was 
approved in March 25 to a cost of £593.70 – the additional approved by Cllr 
Gladwin. 

- Spurlands End Road taps are leaking.  Graham Sexton will replace the taps for £50 
+ VAT – approved by Cllr Pither. 

- Cllr Gladwin approved the purchase of an updated copy of Arnold Baker 
Publication for the parish office at £185. 

- Additional tigermulch surfacing around the wooden pig in the play area was 
approved by Cllr Hewett – Southern Landscaping £462.00 + VAT. 

- Unfortunately the ecological salt & vinegar method had not been effective in 
killing the grass & weeds growing over the path at Prestwood Common.  Quotes 
are now requested for manual edging of the path. 

- Cllrs Johnstone & Pusey reported on their recent meeting with Bucks Council 
parking enforcement.  

- The completed application to the Police & Crime Commissioners fund for two 
further speed signs was noted. 

- The resurfacing of Ballinger car park and the new path and surfacing under the 
play equipment has now been completed. 
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2025/336 Prestwood Colts pavilion lease/Colts use of Prestwood Rec licence & Guide Hut 

lease – Legal Costs – the quote of £1,250 + VAT for the new lease for the Guide Hut 
with the District Scouts from Wellers Hedley solicitors was resolved by majority vote.  
This needs to be completed by 31st December.  The renewal of the lease and licence 
with the Colts for the pavilion and the use of the recreation ground was discussed.  
The quote of £1,250 + VAT for the lease and £950 + VAT for the licence from Wellers 
Hedley solicitors were approved as a maximum costs, however the clerk was asked to 
confirm if these costs could be lowered as they are only renewals of the existing 
documents.  These are required by 31st January 2026 when the current agreements 
expire.  It was also noted that official consent from Bucks Council is required in 
writing from the Service Director and the clerk with email Bucks Council for this 
consent. 

2025/337 Guide Hut - Survey – a working party consisting of Cllrs Hewett, Pither, Marshall and 
Everitt will meet to discuss and prioritise works to recommend to the council.  
Quotes for any work will be provided where possible in the timeframe at the next 
meeting for discussion. 

2025/338 Prestwood Community Centre 
 1. Concrete ramp repairs – the crack in the concrete ramp at the Community Centre 

was agreed to be minor and low risk.  The quote from Southern Landscapes for £30 
to fill the crack with flexible exterior caulking was resolved by majority. 

 2. Water Testing – the quote from Chiltern Water Ltd £235.00 + VAT for once a year 
water testing Prestwood Community Centre was resolved.   

2025/339 Great Missenden Memorial Centre – water testing – the quote from Chiltern Water 
Ltd for £648.50 + VAT for twice a year water testing at Great Missenden Memorial 
Centre was approved by majority resolution.   

2025/340 Bucks Council CCTV Digitalisation Programme – update – Cllrs Bunting and Hewett 
updated the council on a recent meeting with Bucks Council.  It was noted that Bucks 
Council would like the camera sited on a main road and the location under 
consideration is at the bottom of Station Approach, Great Missenden on a streetlight 
column.  The streetlight will need to be tested for power capacity.  The parish council 
will be kept informed.  

2025/341 Ballinger & South Heath Residents Group – newsletter proposal  – Cllr Farrelly’s 
proposal to assist residents in Ballinger & South Heath to set up a resident group and 
for the newly formed group to produce a quarterly digital newsletter was agreed.  It 
was also agreed to assist with photocopying of an initial flyer in order to invite 
interested residents to a start up meeting. 

2025/342 Meeting Dates – full council 2026 – the dates were approved with one location 
amendment.  Cllr Pither to advise the clerk of an additional booking at Prestwood 
Village Hall. 

2025/343 Great Missenden Fire Station – possible closure – Cllr Allan proposed a response to 
the announcement of a consultation on the closure of some local fire stations, 
including Great Missenden.  A date for the consultation is not available yet however 
it was noted that the Great Missenden fire station is not currently manned and 
hasn’t responded to an incident since 2017 and that there is no vehicle at the station.  
It was agreed that Cllr Allan would draft a response acknowledging the current 
response times and also acknowledging the opportunity to respond to the 
consultation when available.  
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COMMITTEES - Planning 
2025/344 Minutes of the meeting held on 8th September 2025 were approved and will be 

signed at a later date. 
2025/345 Bucks Council – Local Plan – the consultation was noted and it was agreed to 

respond as individuals.  All were reminded of the closing date of the consultation of 
29th October. 

2025/346 HS2- Update  
 1. CI North – construction work will continue from South Heath to beyond Leather 

Lane until summer 2027.  Schedule 17 planning submissions have recent been 
received for the construction and part landscaping of GMI/2 and other bridges 
through to the North Portal.  

 2. GMI/2 footpath – details of the footpath diversion were noted. 
 3. GMI/12 overbridge - this footway overbridge is a pedestrian only overbridge.  It is 

103m long and will be 2.5m wide. 
 4. North Portal Lighting – all lighting details will be submitted to and approved in 

writing by Bucks Council.  Video Surveillance System is required at the portal 
compound to meet the necessary security requirements.  Lighting and intrusion 
detection fixtures are require to support the surveillance system. 

 5. General Update, Noise assessment points & Social Value in South Heath – the 
summary of the assessment locations predicted to exceed lowest observed adverse 
effect level were noted.  Th difference between predicted and measured sound 
levels is typically withing ±3dB(A).  There will be 5 diverted or new public rights of 
ways, including diversions of GMI/2, GMI/12 & GMI/13.  Details of these diversions 
were noted.  The planters and benches donated by Align at South Heath crossroads 
have been installed and the planters are being filled with compost and plants, with 
help from the parish council, Hildreths and PVE Construction by way of grants and 
donations. 

 Open Spaces and Lighting 
2025/347 Open Spaces Committee meetings – it was proposed and agreed by majority 

resolution to schedule six Open Spaces Committee meetings to be held on an 
evening, every other month, in the evening, to encourage more attendance.   

2025/348 Best Kept Allotment Presentation – prizes & catering – it was agreed to approach 
Hildreths to kindly ask if they will provide the prizes for this years allotment 
presentation.  It was also resolved to set a budget of £100 for catering for the event.  
The presentation will be held at 6.30pm prior to the parish council meeting on 
November 10th as Great Missenden Memorial Centre. 

2025/349 Nairdwood Lane Allotments – proposal for replacement gate – the quote from 
Sexton Fencing for £795 + VAT for a replacement gate at Nairdwood Lane allotments 
was resolved by majority vote.  The new gate will have mesh to discourage 
unauthorised access to the allotment site.  A combination padlock will also be 
provided in line with other allotment sites.  

2025/350 Trees – Westrick Walk, Prestwood – the update from the arboriculturist confirming 
no safety concerns regarding the oak trees on Westrick Walk following reports from 
a resident of branches dropping in high winds.  The crowns of trees were noted as 
healthy and verdant with no large dead limbs.  The size and weight of the small dead 
branches pose an extremely low risk.  The resident has been advised and asked to let 
the council know if there are any further concerns. 
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2025/351 Trees – Westrick Walk – a request from a resident of Fairacres, Prestwood, for a tree 
close to his property to be pruned was discussed.  It was noted that this had been 
carried out last year.  The clerk was asked to arrange for the opinion of a tree 
surgeon as to the options for the further pruning of this tree. 

2025/352 Buryfield, Great Missenden – vertidraining – the quote for £615.00 + VAT for 
vertidraining the Buryfield was approved by resolution. 

2025/353 Westrick Walk, Prestwood – hawthorn – the quote from Sexton Fencing for the 
cutting back of the overhanging hawthorn bushes and tidy up the hedge line, leaving 
chippings, for £275.00 + VAT was approved and resolved.  It was noted that this area 
is not included in the Open Spaces contract.  It was requested that this work is not 
carried out until the berries have dropped from the hawthorn.  

2025/354 Ballinger Common 
 1. Astroturf replacement – the request from Ballinger Waggoners to replace their 

existing artificial wicket at Ballinger Common, under the terms of their licence, was 
approved under clerks delegated powers shortly after the September meeting, due 
to the urgency of the funding opportunity for the cricket club.  It was noted that the 
BWCC would take full responsibility for ensuring that the replacement wicket 
remains within the limits of the original planning consent. 

 2. Ballinger Memorial Hall – the report from Ballinger Waggoners advising that the 
Memorial Hall had requested measures to stop cricket balls landing in the hall’s 
garden was discussed.  A cricket ball strike report had been undertaken by the cricket 
club and a 30m x 7m high netting fence along the boundary of the hall is going to be 
installed.  This will require planning permission which will need to be submitted by 
the parish council, under the licence requirements.  The clerk will also seek legal 
advice on this matter, to confirm any liability.  The council, as the land owners, 
approved the installation of the netting. 

2025/355 Request to use Buryfield – Chris Smith bootcamp – this request for Wednesday 
evenings 6.30-7.30pm to use Buryfield for bootcamp during the winter months was 
approved by resolution.  A £10/month charge will be made. 

2025/356 Request for temporary signs on Buryfield – Bucks Pottery Event – approval was 
given for these signs during the pottery event and a request to remove them as soon 
as the event was completed. 

2025/357 Request to use Buryfield – James Town circus – the revised date of Sunday 9th 
August – Monday 17th August was approved, as was the request for the GM Football 
team to reschedule any matches on Buryfield during this period.  

2025/358 Proposal to cut back holly tree/hedge/ivy overhanging to guide hut – the quote for 
£350 + VAT for this work from Sexton fencing was approved by resolution.  The 
urgency was noted, as access down the side of the guide hut may be required for 
further repairs to the building. 

2025/359 London Road land – Colts - request to use for parking – the request for the Colts to 
use the parish owned land at London Road, at the bottom of The Misbourne School’s 
playing field, for a tournament weekend in June 2026 was discussed.  It was 
approved in principle but the council would like to see a traffic management plans, 
for dry weather and wet weather, in order to give final approval. 

 Finance and General Purposes  
2025/360 Parish Office electricity– the quote for an annual estimated electricity contract from 

Octopus at £570 + VAT was resolved. 
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2025/361 Internal Audit – the quote for £230 from Bridget Knight for the internal audit for 
2025-26 was resolved, noting independence & competence.  

2025/362 Governance Update – assertion 10 – the council noted the new requirements for 
assertion 10 on the annual governance annual return.  They confirm that they will 
take the required steps to work towards compliance.  All remaining councillors will 
move to their councillor email address by January 2026. 

2025/363 Request for Grant – Chiltern Arts – the council noted that Chiltern Arts would accept 
the grant in April 2025 and approval was resolved and it will be included in 2026/27 
budget.   

2025/364 Request for Grant – CY Ventures – update – it was noted that CY Ventures have no 
salaried youth workers, they are all freelance.  There are usually three per session.  
The remainder of the grant at £3,114 was approved by resolution. 

2025/365 Request for Grant – Plan-it Prestwood – the grant for the Christmas lights on the 
tree at Prestwood for £2,730 was approved by resolution. 

2025/366 Request for Chairmans allowance – the budgeted allowance of £455 was approved 
by resolution and will be paid this month.  

2025/367 Training – the list of recent training courses booked by councillors and the clerk was 
noted.  

2025/368 Budget Ideas – a request for budget ideas to be sent through. 
2025/369 Payment of accounts for October 2025 numbers 159-191 for the sum of £34,021.68 

(inc VAT) were agreed and sundry items of £89.83 ratified.  
 Editorial Working Party 
2025/370 ‘The Source’ – a reminder for article suggestions for the December edition.  
2025/371 Reports from Representatives to outside Groups – none. 
2025/372 Clerk’s Report - noted. 
2025/373 Matters for information – none. 
 
Meeting closed at 9.35pm. 
 
Future Meetings  
a) Planning Committee – 7.30 p.m. Monday 3rd November 2025 – Great Missenden Memorial 

Centre 
b) Parish Council Meeting– 7.30pm Monday 10th November 2025 – Great Missenden Memorial 

Centre 
 
 


