
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Monday 8th December 2025 @ 6.30pm 

Great Missenden Memorial Centre, Link Road, Great Missenden,  
Bucks HP16 9AE 
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Public Forum: None 
  
Present: Cllr A Hewett - Chair 
 Cllrs: K Allan, C Bains, C Bunting, L Cook, M Everitt, J Gladwin, J Hewitson, R Griffin,  
 M Lee, V Marshall, V Martin, K Pither, R Pusey 
 Also present: Jane Hennessy, clerk 
2025/403 Apologies – Cllr H Farrelly, M Johnstone 
2025/404 Declarations of Interest 
 Item 409 – Cllr Pither 
 Item 408 – Cllr Everitt 
2025/405 Minutes of the meeting held on 10th November 2025 were approved and signed as a 

true record.       
2025/406 Matters arising 

- The Buryfield Trim trail was reported as completed & all surfacing in Buryfield play 
areas completed.  One bench installation remains. 

- The £4,000 from the Police Commissioners Community Fund has been received and 
quotes for a new moveable speed sign will be provided in the new year 

- All allotment stop taps have been turned off except Chequers Lane as the manhole 
cover cannot be lifted safely.  This has been reported to Affinity Water & Castle 
Water who say that they will take responsibility for reading the meter. 

- The asbestos & fire survey has been completed at the Guide hut – a summary 
update will be included on January agenda. 

- A meeting on the green in Church Street, Great Missenden has been arranged with 
a resident and Cllr Peter Martin tomorrow, Tuesday 9th, 11.00am – Great Missenden 
ward councillors are also invited to join. 

- Buckinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service Public Consultation Launch – On-Call 
Improvement Programme – this was noted. 

- The Thames Valley Police ‘Have your Say’ meetings were noted.  Cllr Allan 
volunteered to attend the Prestwood date on 3rd January 11.00am and Cllr Hewett 
will try to attend the Great Missenden date – Friday 12th December 12.30pm.  

2025/407 Prestwood Colts – Lease & Licence – this item was deferred and will be added to the 
January agenda as the copies of the renewal draft lease & licence have not yet been 
received from the solicitors. 

2025/408 Guide Hut  
 1. Woodworm – the survey and quote provided was discussed.  A further survey was 

requested and the cost of the survey of £140 + VAT was approved. 
 2. Guide Hut insurance – Cllr Everitt advised that he will be able to confirm if the 

scouts will cover the building and contents insurance from 1st January 2026 later this 
week.   

 3. Lease – the draft lease for the guide hut – to be taken on by the North Chiltern 
District Scouts was approved by majority vote.  Cllr Everitt will discuss with the 
district scouts and aim for it to be signed by 31st December. 

 4. Water heaters – the kitchen water heater does not work.  A plumber will provide 
costs for the repair or replacement.  A maximum of £500 + VAT was approved for 
this. 
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 5.  Other items:-  
 - Roof and gutter cleaning was approved by resolution – The Roof Moss Cleaners  

£1,295.00 inc VAT. 
 - It was agreed to proceed with a hard wired integrated smoke alarm system as 

previously quoted and agreed by Flash Electrics (Nov 25/379.1).  A fire panel can be 
considered in the future, if required. 

 - It was agreed not to replace the heater in the loft at this stage, as per the Fire Risk 
Assessment but to look at a trace wire heater around pipes.  Costs will be obtained 
for consideration and checked for suitability with the Fire Risk Assessment. 

 - A budget of £30 to be spent on fire signs, no smoking signs & emergency exit signs 
 - Extractor fan – there is an extractor fan in the kitchen which is working.  A 

replacement will be discussed at a later date. 
 - Quotes have been requested for the building works but have not yet been received. 
2025/409 Prestwood Community Centre – request for use from Friday 19th June – Sunday 20th 

June for a community event organised by Prestwood Community Association was 
approved and it was agreed that the hire charges will be waived. 

2025/410 Meeting Dates – 2026 – these dates and locations were approved for the full council, 
planning committee, open spaces committee & finance and general purposes 
committee. 

2025/411 DBS Check – costs – the cost of £64.20 inc VAT was approved for a corporate account 
and to apply for an enhanced DBS for Cllr Everitt in order to assist with the proposed 
Little Fingers project. 

2025/412 Martyn’s Law – update – the council noted that the legal obligations for Martyn’s 
Law did not apply to Prestwood Community as the capacity is below 200.  However, 
it was agreed to incorporate security considerations in future risk assessments. 

2025/413 MVAS Rota – 2026 – the locations for the moveable speed signs were noted for 
2026.  Thanks were recorded to Paul for all his hard work changing batteries and 
moving these signs around the parish.  It was noted that the pool of volunteers have 
reduced and it is increasingly difficult to co-ordinate battery changes and moves.  
There may be companies that could help with this and enquiries will be made.  
Advertising for volunteers will also be increased. 

COMMITTEES - Planning 
2025/414 Minutes of the meeting held on 1st December 2025 were approved and will be 

signed at a later date. 
2025/415 Futureproofing Planning – Cllr Bunting updated the council on the recent training 

session. 
2025/416 Little Missenden Neighbourhood Plan – it was noted that the parish council had not 

sent a response to the previous regulation 14 consultation direct to Little Missenden 
Parish Council.   

2025/417 Bucks Council – Pony & Trap PSPO – the council discussed this consultation and 
noted that the PSPO areas were outside of this parish.  

2025/418 HS2- Update  
 1. Reset & Overview – HS2 is only around one-third complete, with civil engineering 

works just over 60% complete.  Additional review has shown insufficient time had 
been allowed for the project’s testing phases; testing will now be phased to start 
earlier.  The first testing section will run from Washwood Heath, Birmingham to the 
north portal of the Wendover Green Tunnel.  Priority is now on completing civil 
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engineering on this section.  As a result, works such as Bowood Lane overbridge, 
Grim’s Ditch and footpath overbridge TLE/2 have been deferred. 

 2. Christmas Shutdown period – Align : 23rd December – 5th January 2026.  EKFB 24th-
28th December – continuous Chiltern rail possession works.  Closed 29th December – 
4th January 2026. 

 3. Construction around Wendover - Wendover Green Tunnel: Final sections of the 
south tunnel now installed; spoil being placed to cover the structure. 

 Wendover Dean Viaduct: Deck concrete pouring underway; the ‘traveller’ system is 
adding wings for parapets, noise barriers, and catenary mast locations. 

 Traffic Management: Various rail and road closures affecting A413 through Jan/Feb 
2026. 

 4. GMI/2 Accommodation Overbridge across the South Heath cutting - Overbridge 
will carry the Chiltern Heritage Trail (GMI/2) and Havensfield farm track.  Chiltern 
Heritage Trail to close from 5 January 2026 for up to 12 months. Concerns raised 
about the proposed diversion using Potter Row and Frith Hill (narrow and unsafe). 
Suggestion to use the former GMI/13 route instead. 

 5. Jones Hill Wood - One-third of the woodland was removed for the project; 
adjacent planting area has suffered from poor maintenance. 

 Following complaints, maintenance has improved in 2025 and new plantings are now 
better managed. 

 6. Community Events – thanks to Align engagement team for arranging to provide 3 
sets of floodlights for the Great Missenden Christmas event. 

 Open Spaces and Lighting 
2025/419 Open Spaces Committee Meeting 18th November 2025 minutes were approved and 

will be signed at a later date.  
2025/420 Allotment Inspections – 2026 – the four dates for the allotment inspections were 

agreed.  The deputy clerk and the parish warden will attend, along with Cllrs Pither & 
Marshall.  The comments will then be presented at the following Open Spaces 
meeting giving all councillors the opportunity to attend and comment.  

2025/421 Various Quotes – the following quotes from Sexton Fencing were approved by 
resolution:- 

 - Prestwood Common – repair damage to grass near the pavilion £239.00 + VAT 
 - Buryfield – tidy saplings from the side of the field - £195.00 + VAT 
 - Buryfield – trim vegetation by the side of the Hermitage - £85.00 + VAT 
 - Buryfield – repair hole in chainlink fence on the boundary with Abbey Walk -   
   £180.00 + VAT 
2025/422 Westrick Walk/Fairacres – tree – following a request from a resident of Fairacres the 

tree adjacent to their house was inspected by the council.  It was agreed that the 
tree was not touching the property and did not seem to be an immediate risk. The 
council therefore agreed the tree would be monitored and it will be reviewed by the 
arboriculturist at the next survey in 2026. 

2025/423 Request to use Buryfield – Gateway Santa dash – the request for a Santa dash on 
Buryfield on 12th December between 9am – 12.15pm was approved under clerks 
delegated powers earlier in the month.  This was provided the path was used, that a 
risk assessment and insurance are provided and that the start of the event is after 
9.00am to avoid congestion in Buryfield car park. 

2025/424 Streetlights – electricity contract – update – due to the move to half hourly meters 
the electricity contract a new contract has been provided by Ecotricity.  This is from 
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2nd December 25 to 30th September 2026 for an estimated cost of £6,885.  This was 
approved by resolution.  

2025/425 Abbey Walk – streetlighting – annual electricity charge – it was resolved to increase 
the electricity recharge, for 2 streetlights on Abbey Walk privately owned land, to 
£150 for this year.  This will be reviewed annually. 

2025/426 Allotments 
 1. Chequers Lane – allotment land – the response to the speculative developer 

regarding the land at Chequers Lane was approved.  The response declines the offer 
of selling the land.  

 2. Greenlands Lane – replacement fencing – the quote from Graham Sexton to 
replace 20 rotten posts surrounding the allotments of £660 + VAT was resolved by 
majority vote.  

 3. Allotment parking – hardstanding – it was agreed for logs to be placed on the 
corner of the entrance to the allotments to avoid further damage by vehicles driving 
onto the hardstanding.   

 Finance and General Purposes  
2025/427 Draft budget – Budget & reserves 2026-27 – Cllr Gladwin presented the budget, 

which contained amendments following the November council meeting and is 
recommended by the Finance Committee.  All the details of the proposed earmarked 
reserves were also presented.  The parish council resolved the budget and reserves 
by a majority vote, giving a precept request for 2026/27 of £353,194, equating to a 
6.97% increase from the previous year.  (The Bucks Council tax base has yet to be 
made available.)  All earmarked reserves were also resolved. 

2025/428 Finance Strategy – the notes from the working party, including the medium term 
financial strategy for the parish council, were discussed and approved.  

2025/429 Pre-paid Credit Card – update – it was resolved to open a new prepaid credit card 
account, Pockit Card, due to the introduction of a £25 monthly charge on the existing 
Equals card.  The £25 charge will be paid this month and then the card will be 
cancelled.  The Pockit card has a £1.50 charge when funds are paid onto the card, 
currently less than once a month.  There is a £4.99 charge for the card itself.  This 
was resolved. 

2025/430 Request for Grant – Mind – Bucks & East Berks – the request for £850 towards 
setting up a local Peer Support group was resolved.  It was also suggested that advice 
could be offered on finding a location, preferably in Prestwood for the new group. 

2025/431 Proposed Parish Office Christmas Opening Hours – the proposed opening hours for 
the Christmas period were approved.  It was suggested that the office could be 
closed from Tuesday 23rd December until Monday 5th January, where possible. 

2025/432 Payment of accounts for December 2025 numbers 219-250 for the sum of 
£84,750.71 (inc VAT) were agreed and sundry items of £108.19 ratified.  

 Editorial Working Party 
2025/433 ‘The Source’ – Cllr Hewett thanked everyone for their articles for the last edition and 

advised that a schedule of the 2026 copy dates will be circulated to all. 
2025/434 Reports from Representatives to outside Groups – none. 
2025/435 Clerk’s Report - noted. 
2025/436 Matters for information – none. 
 
 
Meeting closed: 7.45pm 
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Future Meetings  
a) Planning Committee – 7.30 p.m. Monday 5th January 2026 – Great Missenden Memorial Centre 
b) Parish Council Meeting– 7.30pm Monday 12th January 2026 – Great Missenden Memorial 

Centre 


