
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Monday 9th February 2026 @ 7.30pm 

Prestwood Village Hall, Wycombe Road  
Prestwood HP16 0NZ 
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Public Forum: Three residents regarding setting up a junior Parkrun 
Present: Cllr A Hewett - Chair 
 Cllrs: K Allan, C Bunting, L Cook, M Everitt, H Farrelly, R Griffin, M Johnstone, M Lee,  
 V Marshall, V Martin, K Pither, R Pusey 
 Also present: Jane Hennessy, clerk 
2026/026 Apologies 
 Cllr J Gladwin; J Hewitson 
2026/027 Declarations of Interest 
 Item 031 & 048 – Cllr Everitt 
 Item 055 – Cllr Hewett 
 Item 051 – Cllr Pusey 
2026/028 Minutes of the meeting held on 12th January 2025 were approved and signed as a 

true record.       
2026/029 Matters arising 

- The clerk confirmed that Bucks Council operate a secondary gritting list when snow 
is laying on the roads.  This does include outside the Prestwood Schools. 

- Guide Hut – woodworm treatment is now completed. 
- A recent email received regarding the state of the roads – the sender was asked to 

resend their comments to the county councillors. 
- A report of motorised bikes on Prestwood Rec & Common – some damage was 

noted to the gravel path.  Sexton Fencing raked the path to repair it – at a cost of 
£80. 

- Prestwood Community Centre car park - Southern Landscapes returned and have 
filled in the potholes in the car park, however, will have to return when the 
conditions are drier to make more permanent repairs. 

- Station Approach, Great Missenden – the parish council have received email 
complaints regarding the awning outside the Samwich Shop.  Cllr Peter Martin has 
advised that Bucks Council will be in contact with the shop owner. 

2026/030 Prestwood Colts – Lease & Licence – Prestwood Colts lease & licence renewals are 
ongoing – currently the final copy is awaited from the solicitors for signing.  

2026/031 Guide Hut  
 1. Lease – update – this is with the solicitors and Cllr Everitt will chase up the scouts 

and the clerk will also chase this up. 
 2. Building Repairs – update – the quote from K Hawes Property for £3,980 + VAT 

was resolved.  The works include repair to the roof felt, fascia & soffit repairs & 
replacement, ply boarding replacement.  The council noted that the quote did not 
include repairs to the entrance canopy but that K Hawes will investigate further 
during the works and advise if any work to the canopy is required.   

 3. Fire Extinguisher Servicing – the quote from Fire System Solutions for £70 + VAT 
was resolved. 

2026/032 Wycombe Road Speed Reduction – update – the council noted that the Bucks 
Council consultation as part of the speed reduction process had 147 responses, with 
a majority supporting the speed reduction.  Bucks Council are recommending the 
speed reduction and a notice will now be published in a newspaper to continue the 
legal process.  Additional costs are yet to be confirmed. 
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2026/033 Moveable Speed Signs –the  cost of £9,080 + VAT from Swarco for two additional 

speed signs was resolved.  This includes steel reinforcements and padlocks.  This will 
be funded from the recent PCC grant of £4,000 and the remainder from an 
earmarked reserve. 

2026/034 Community Speedwatch Signs – the six locations and signs were approved at a cost 
of £550 + VAT.  An additional £35 + VAT was approved for a tuning fork, if required.  
The signs in the six locations assist the Speedwatch volunteers running the roadside 
sessions. 

2026/035 Buryfield Car Park – 2024/25 income – the surplus owed to the parish council from 
Bucks Council, the car park managers, for 2025/26 is £2,866.11 + VAT was noted.  It 
was also proposed to reinvest this in repairing the car park surfacing on the spaces 
that are parallel to the Link Road.  The clerk will ask Bucks Council for a quote for the 
cost of these repairs. 

2026/036 HS2 CEF Fund – consider submitting application for skate park – an application to 
this fund was discussed and it was agreed that an application for funds for the 
replacement skate park should be submitted.  It was noted that, according to the 
funding guidelines, that the parish isn’t currently a priority area and less likely to be 
considered.  However, it was agreed to submit an application for a smaller 
contribution. 

2026/037 South Heath – HS2 Road Safety Fund – application update – the designs for South 
Heath road safety measures were noted.  This include new road markings, village 
gates and increased signage.  Councillors will send through any comments prior to 
the deadline of the 13th February. 

2026/038 Pride Flags – it was agreed by majority vote to submit a planning application for 
permission to fly the progress pride flags for the month of June in Great Missenden.  
The cost of the planning application of £380 + VAT was resolved.  It was agreed that 
permission is needed from the building owners in order to submit the planning 
application and Cllr Pither confirmed that this will be obtained.  It was also 
recommended that owners of any occupied flats above the shops should also be 
asked for permission.  It was also suggested that a call should be made for volunteers 
to put up the pride flags and this could be covered by the Traders insurance.  

2026/039 Parish Cup – a vote was taken and it was agreed to award the parish cup to a local 
Age Concern, Community Fridge volunteer.  The presentation will be made at 7pm 
prior to the March parish council meeting.  The runner up will also be invited, a 
volunteer with the Scouts amongst other local organisations.  

2026/040 Royal Garden Party – it was resolved to nominate Cllr Everitt to be considered for 
the Royal Garden party in May this year.  Cllr Everitt has worked for many years with 
the Prestwood Scouts.  

COMMITTEES - Planning 
2026/041 Minutes of the meeting held on 5th January 2026 – were approved and will be signed 

at a later date. 
2026/042 HS2- Update  
 1. Chiltern Society Review – since January 2021 the Chiltern Society have been 

providing a six monthly update on HS2 in the Chilterns National Landscape using 
images from drones.  This is available on their website.  

 2. HS2 Reset & Progress – this is continuing with announcements on revised costs 
and timetables not expected until April.  The excavation of all 23 miles of deep bore 



 

Page 3 of 4 

 

tunnels has now been completed and 88% of the railways foundations are now in 
place.  The completion of civil engineering works in the local section of the route is 
now the priority to be ready for the rail systems.  This is why it has been decided to 
defer works on the Bowood Lane overbridge, Grim’s Ditch and the footpath 
overbridge TLE/2.  However the works on Leather Lane are continuing. 

 3. Euston Tunnel – tunnelling between Old Oak Common to Euston station has 
started.  The government is delivering new legislation to overhaul the railway and 
bring it together under Great British Railways, as new body which will be owned by 
the public. 

 4. Construction around Wendover & Great Missenden – the footpaths crossing the 
race between Bowood Lane and the north portal of the Chiltern Tunnel are now 
closed. 

 5. GMI/2 Accommodation Overbridge across South Heath cutting – the Chiltern 
Heritage footpath trail is closed for up to 12 months.  There is concern over the 
unsuitability of the suggested diversion which involves walking along a rural lane and 
down a narrow footway, alongside Frith Hill which has been declared unsafe.  
Meetings have been held with Bucks Council Highways and County Cllr Peter Martin 
and there are plans to walk the site with Bucks Council PRoW, Align, HS2 & the 
Chiltern Society to review the options. 

 Open Spaces and Lighting 
2026/043 Minutes of the meeting held on the 14th January 2026 were approved and will be 

signed at a later date.  
2026/044 Request to use Buryfield – Junior Park Run – a route was presented using the 

Buryfield path and the playing field at Great Missenden Combined School, for a junior 
parkrun every Sunday morning between 8.45am-9.45am.  The use of Buryfield was 
approved by resolution.  There are concerns regarding the potential for damage to 
the Buryfield during the wetter, winter months and what the volume of runners 
could be.  The volunteers will keep the council updated with progress, insurance, 
safeguarding, etc and information from Parkrun.  

2026/045 Request to use Buryfield – Greens Funfair – the council approved the request from 
Greens to use half Buryfield from Sunday 17th May – 1st June 2026 with the whole of 
Buryfield used on Saturday 23rd May for a festival.  

2026/046 Tree Survey – quote – the quote from MacIntyre Trees for £1,250 + VAT for the 18 
month tree survey was approved by resolution.  

2026/047 Ballinger Allotment – hedge & fence – update Cllrs Pusey & Hewett gave feedback 
after having measured the length of hedging/fencing suggested as 127m.  It was 
agreed to arrange a meeting with the Ballinger allotment holders.  Cllrs Pither, 
Hewett & Pusey will attend.  

2026/048 Request to use Prestwood Community Centre Car Park – Bucks Scouts – the request 
to use the car park for an aerial from 6th March – 8th March was resolved. 

2026/049 Request to use land at London Road – Prestwood Colts Football Club – the request 
to use the parish owned land at the end of the Misbourne school’s playing field for 
parking during a football tournament on 27th & 28th June 2026 was resolved.  The 
parking and contingency plans were noted in case of wet weather to avoid damage 
to the grass. 

2026/050 Gryms Dyke – proposal to replace fencing with hedging – a section of the knee rail 
alongside Gryms Dyke on Prestwood Common is broken.  This will be the 3rd time 
that a repair has been required.  It was proposed to consider a 1m hedge to replace 
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the knee rail fence and this was agreed in principle.  In order to progress this project 
it was agreed to consult the adjacent neighbours on Gryms Dyke.  Approximate costs 
of the hedging will also be sought for the council to consider the project further.  In 
the meantime the cost to repair to the existing fence of £180 + VAT, quoted by 
Sexton Fencing was resolved. 

2026/051 Benches – quotes for sanding & oiling – the council accepted by resolution the quote 
from CL Landscape & Constructions for £1,540 + VAT to sand and oil 7 benches (6 x 
Hildreth donated benches and one bench on Clare Road junction). 

2026/052 The Misbourne School – request for funding for new astroturf pitch – the Council 
considered a request from The Misbourne School for financial support towards a 
proposed artificial grass pitch, specifically whether CIL funds could be granted. The 
Clerk advised there are restrictions on both the use of CIL and the awarding of parish 
grants to schools, which may not make this possible. In light of the limited CIL the 
parish council receives, the need to replace the skate park, and the 2026/27 budget 
already being set, the Council agreed it was not in a position to provide funding at 
this time.  

 Finance and General Purposes  
2026/053 Lloyds Bank Credit card – Update – as it had not been possible to successfully set up 

a Pockit prepaid card, the council approved by resolution, to set up a Lloyds Bank 
business credit card in the clerk’s name.  The annual cost is £32.  A £1,000 limit can 
be set and a maximum monthly spend can be set to £500.  There is no charge the 
first year and a direct debit can be set up to pay off the balances.  This was resolved. 

2026/054 Community Board – grant for South Heath Defib – update – it was noted that as the 
cost of the defib project was lower than projected the funding amount granted by 
the Community Board will also be reduced as it was a percentage of the project.  The 
amount to be received is approximately £742. 

2026/055 Request for grant – The Source – the request for a grant towards printing an edition 
of The Source for £870 was approved by resolution and will be paid with this month’s 
pay run.  

2026/056 Data Protection Training – for councillors – the council received the training 
handouts and information on data protection and freedom of information.  All 
councillors were asked to let the clerk know if they can attend the online training 
session on 16th March @ 6.00pm. 

2026/057 Payment of accounts for February 2026 numbers 280-306 for the sum of £18,031.95 
(inc VAT) were agreed and sundry items of £198.27 ratified.  

 Editorial Working Party 
2026/058 ‘The Source’ – articles for the next edition of The Source were welcomed and the 

next publication date was confirmed as 24th February 2026. 
2026/059 Reports from Representatives to outside Groups – none. 
2026/060 Clerk’s Report - noted. 
2026/061 Matters for information – none. 
 
Future Meetings  
a) Planning Committee – 7.30 p.m. Monday 2nd March 2026 – Great Missenden Memorial Centre 
b) Parish Council Meeting– 7.30pm Monday 9th March 2026 – Great Missenden Memorial Centre 
 


