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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Monday 12" January 2026 @ 7.30pm
Great Missenden Memorial Centre, Link Road, Great Missenden,
Bucks HP16 9AE

Public Forum: Two representatives of Lighthouse regarding the 2026 request to use Buryfield

Present:

2026/001
2026/002

2026/003

2026/004

2026/005

2026/006

Resident regarding junior Parkrun
Clir A Hewett - Chair
Clirs: K Allan, C Bunting, L Cook, M Everitt, H Farrelly, J Gladwin, J Hewitson, R Griffin,
M Johnstone, M Lee, V Marshall, V Martin, K Pither, R Pusey
Also present: Jane Hennessy, clerk
Apologies; ClIr Bains
Declarations of Interest:-
Item 006: Clir Everitt
Item 006.7: ClIr Griffin
Minutes of the meeting held on 5% January 2026 were approved and signed as a
true record.
Matters arising
- Wycombe Road Speed reduction — the email notifying the parish council of an
advance request for additional budget for site visits & analysis of responses to the
consultation was noted. A meeting has been offered by Bucks Council to obtain
further information.
- The funding offered by Align for the installation of benches, planters, etc at South
Heath has yet to be received. The clerk is continuing to chase.
Prestwood Colts — Lease & Licence — the draft lease for the pavilion on Prestwood
Rec & Common and the licence for the use of Prestwood Recreation Ground, drafted
by the solicitor, were both approved by resolution.
Guide Hut
1. Woodworm — the additional quote from Kenwood Damp-Proofing Ltd for the
treatment of the woodworm for £1,250 + VAT was resolved.
2. Guide Hut insurance — As the lease with the District Scouts has not yet been
completed, the Guide Hut has been added to the Parish Council’s Zurich insurance
policy at a cost of £171.68 until September 2026. This was resolved under clerk’s
delegated power. This can be removed and refunded on a pro-rata basis once the
lease is completed. If the Parish Council were to allow use of the building before the
lease is signed, a hire agreement and appropriate documentation would be required.
As it is anticipated that the lease will be completed shortly, the Parish Council
resolved to ask the Guides and Brownies to use Prestwood Community Centre free of
charge in the interim (Monday 2—4pm once a month; Wednesday and Thursday
5.00-7.30pm weekly). In the meantime the water will be turned off at the Guide
Hut.
3. Lease — update — Clir Everitt reported that the District Scouts solicitors were
making progress with the lease but that they had raised a question of the Scout
Association Trust Corporation being the lease holder on behalf of the Chiltern North
District Scouts. This will now be discussed between solicitors and will cause a delay
in the completion.
4. Handover — the suggested handover procedure, once the lease is completed, was
approved by resolution.
5. Asbestos Report — the asbestos report was noted. Overall, there is only a small
amount of low-risk materials identified which can be safely managed in place.
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2026/007

2026/008

2026/009

2026/010

6. Fire Assessment Report — the fire risk assessment summary was noted. It was
resolved to accept the amended quote from Flash Electrics of £1,580, to include an
additional smoke alarm and a hard wired, electrical panel radiator in the loft
(approved by fire risk assessor). This work would be completed by Wednesday 14t
January.

7. Building Repairs — one quote has been received for the agreed building works.
This was discussed and it was advised that two further quotes are awaited. It was
resolved to approve a maximum cost of £7,000 + VAT once a comparative quote has
been received. General reserves will be allocated for any of this cost which cannot
be covered by the guide hut earmarked reserve.

Thanks are recorded for the parish wardens hard work in arranging the repair works
and creating documentation for the guide hut.

Prestwood Community Centre — broadband contract — TalkTalk one year contract at
£25.95/month + VAT was noted. The broadband is currently not working and has
been reported to TalkTalk.

Fire & Rescue Service — On-Call Programme Consultation — councillors agreed to
make individual responses to this consultation.

Free Parking — two dates — Saturday 28™ November and Saturday 5" December will
be requested for 2026. Bucks Council already allocate Saturday 12t & 19t
December.

Gritting of Roads — the gritting routes were discussed and it was proposed and
agreed to write to Bucks to request that the roads outside the schools in Prestwood
are included in the primary gritting routes.

COMMITTEES - Planning

2026/011

2026/012

Minutes of the meeting held on 5% January 2026 were approved and will be signed
at the next planning meeting.

HS2- Update

1. Reset & Overview — it was noted that the HS2 Christmas to New Year shutdown
ended on 5 January 2026. Progress continues on civil engineering works, including
completion of parapets on Small Dean Viaduct and key viaduct spans near Water
Orton. Sir Mark Wilding’s project reset is ongoing, with major announcements
expected in April 2026, and revised timetables indicating that trains may not run
before 2029-2033. The project has completed all deep-bore tunnels between Old
Oak Common and Birmingham Curzon Street, with around 70% of earthworks
delivered and 88% of foundations in place. Work on track, signalling, and
communications will follow completion of civil engineering. In the local area, works
on Bowood Lane overbridge, Grim’s Ditch, and the footpath overbridge TLE/2 have
been deferred.

2. Construction around Wendover, Great Missenden & Chiltern Tunnel — the update
was noted.

3. Wendover Green Tunnel — pictures showing the last sections of the south tunnel
in place and the spoil pile which will cover the tunnel were noted.

4. GMI/2 Accommodation Overbridge across the South Heath cutting — it was noted
that the GMI/2 overbridge, which will accommodate the Chiltern Heritage footpath
and Havensfield Farm track, is complete. The Chiltern Heritage footpath trail will be
closed from 5 January 2026 for up to 12 months. There is concern over the proposed
diversion, which involves Potter Row and a narrow, unsafe section of Frith Hill, and
dissatisfaction that the previously proposed diversion using the new GMI/2
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2026/013

2026/014

2026/015

2026/016

2026/017

2026/018

2026/019

overbridge, as suggested by EKFB in June 2022, was not being implemented.
Alternative safer routes, including using the old GMI/13 and a new path to the
underpass leading to the C of E school, were highlighted.
5. Misbourne Greenway — it was reported that the Misbourne Greenway is now
open between Great Missenden and Dunsmore Lane. North of Dunsmore Lane, the
A413 passes through the HS2 Small Dean construction site, which is considered
highly dangerous for pedestrians and cyclists. A previous safe route via Small Dean
has been closed by HS2, and this situation may persist until 2028. Users of the
Greenway can reach Dunsmore via Dunsmore Lane or Kings Ash via Rocky Lane, both
of which are steep. Walkers can access Wendover using WEN/26 and WEN/13B with
a modest climb. Cyclists can use TLE/45 and WEN/46 from Kings Ash, though the
upper section is unsuitable for road bikes.
Open Spaces and Lighting
Prestwood Recreation Ground — Two WI Benches — the request from Prestwood WI
(an amalgamation of the evening and afternoon groups) for the parish council to
adopt the two donated “2020” benches was discussed and resolved. It was noted
that there are six 2020 benches, including these, in the parish which need
treating/oiling and further contractors will be contacted for assistance. An article in
The Source for help was also agreed.
Request to use Buryfield — Lighthouse — the request to use Buryfield from Sunday
19t July — Monday 3™ August 2026 was approved. Additional requests were also
approved by resolution:-
- Evening sessions from 6.30pm-10.00pm — including gas BBQ and music (to be
finished by 10pm and to be at a considerate level for adjacent neighbours)
- Hot air balloon — either cold inflated or tethered to lift several metres above the
ground — provided specific insurance is provided
- Bouncy castle — weather dependent and to be supplied and installed by a third
party providing public liability insurance, risk assessment & PAT testing certificates.
The clerk will provide a copy of proposed agreement for Lighthouse to incorporate
the above shortly.
Streetlight Electricity — it was noted that Ecotricity have not send an invoice since 1°
September. This has been chased up regularly with the brokers, Utility Aid. The
advice is that this is due to the change to half hourly metering causing problems with
invoicing. The council resolved to wait until a backdated invoice is received.
River Misbourne — the council noted that the River Misbourne currently has no
visible flow through the parish. It was resolved to write to the Environment Agency
and Affinity Water to raise concerns and continue to monitor the situation.
Finance and General Purposes
Tax Base — Bucks Council has provided the tax base for 2026/27; the previously
resolved precept level reflects a 6.8% increase on a Band D property.
Data Protection — the council adopted by resolution the updated Data Protection
Policy, Privacy Notice, and Data Retention Schedule, and noted that the Data Map is
being updated. All staff and councillors will be invited to attend online refresher
training. These measures form part of the parish council’s ongoing work to comply
with UK GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018.
Model Publication Scheme — the parish council reviewed and resolved to adopt the
Model Publication Scheme, as recommended by the Information Commissioner’s
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Office (ICO), together with the updated guide to the Model Publication Scheme
which includes where the information can be obtained and charges.

2026/020 Publication of Expenditure — this was reviewed and it was resolved to publish a
summary of all expenditure, not just expenditure over £500, for transparency.

2026/021 Payment of accounts for January numbers 251-279 for the sum of £17,804.55 (inc
VAT) were agreed and sundry items of £50.60 ratified.
Editorial Working Party

2026/022 ‘The Source’ — Clir Hewett advised that the next edition is the March/April edition. A
meeting is planned to discuss articles on 3™ February @ 5.30pm. Suggestions for
article were Great Missenden Library and restoring the benches.

2026/023 Reports from Representatives to outside Groups — none.

2026/024 Clerk’s Report - noted.

2026/025 Matters for information — none.

Future Meetings
a) Planning Committee — 7.30 p.m. Monday 2" Feb 2026 — Great Missenden Memorial Centre
b) Parish Council Meeting— 7.30pm Monday 9" Feb 2026 — Prestwood Village Hall
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