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OPEN SPACES & LIGHTING COMMITTEE

Minutes of Meeting
Held on Wednesday 14t January 2026 @ 5.30pm
Prestwood Community Centre, Nairdwood Lane, Prestwood HP16 OQF

Public Forum None.
Present: Councillors: K Pither (Chair), K Allan, C Bains, C Bunting, M Everitt, A Hewett,
V Marshall, R Pusey
Also present: T Georgiades
Not present:
0S26/01 Apologies: None
0S26/02 Declaration of interests: None
0S26/03 Minutes of the meeting of 18th November 2025 — for signing
0S26/04 Matters Arising

- It was noted that the deadline for completion of allotment plot numbering is 1 January

2025. It was agreed that a reminder will be sent.
- It was agreed that any certificates and prizes not collected from the 2025 Best Kept
Allotment Competition will be posted.
- It was agreed that a face-to-face meeting will be arranged to complete an outstanding
Tenancy Agreement.
1. General Update

The allotment occupancy was noted, with vacancies currently falling by 1 at Ballinger, to
2 full (from 3) and 3 half plots and increasing at Spurlands End Road to 1 half plot and 1

garden.
2. Allotment Liaison meeting - 11" March 2026
Allotment Inspections — first inspection w/c 2" March
4. Nairdwood Lane

w

- Replacement gate — order placed — It was noted that the replacement gate has been ordered.

Installation is currently stalled pending receipt of a replacement fitting from the supplier.
5. Ballinger

— proposal to consider hedging & fencing — update - although quotations have been received
to cut back the brambles up to the signpost, a further site visit identified that the entire
area requires review and assessment. It was agreed that the brambles, trees, and hedge

at the end of the allotment site should be fully assessed.
6.  Spurlands End Road

- A request was made for further hedge cutting; however, the committee was satisfied that the

initial cut met the job specification and did not recommend any additional work.

- Request to consider out of parish tenancy - it was noted that the resident lives just outside the
parish boundary. As there is currently available space on the allotment site and no waiting list, it

was agreed that an exception to the residency rule would be granted.
7. Chequers Lane — drain cover — Affinity Water meeting with the Parish Warden.
8. Allotment — Late Payment — the Deputy Clerk compiling a contact list.
0S26/07 Play Areas
1. Update on playground repairs — the play equipment budget was noted.

2. Prestwood Common - shelter replacement — It was agreed that the shelter is reaching

the end of its useful life. Enquiries will be made regarding replacement options.
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3. Buryfield Skate Park — medium term plan & funding for replacement — it was agreed to
investigate funding options.
0S26/08 Open Spaces
1. Potter Row replacement tree/hedge planting — It was agreed that planting a fruit tree may be
the most suitable option for this location. An evergreen oak tree was considered but deemed
too large to be an appropriate replacement.
2. Annual Tree Survey — the request for a quote was noted.
0S26/09 Cemetery — the update was noted.
- The committee asked if there was an Opening Date for the new cemetery extension -
Deputy Clerk will enquire.
- Cemetery hours review will be circulated separately.
0S26/10 Any Other Business
- The committee discussed the possibility of developing a parish replacement tree-
planting scheme. It was agreed that, rather than adopting a formal policy at this stage,
an article would be written for The Source to make people aware of trees on parish
land.

Next meeting dates:
March 11 - at 5.30 pm
May 13t - at 5.30 pm

July 8- at 5.30 pm
September 9t - at 5.30 pm
November 11t - at 5.30 pm



