
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Monday 13th April 2026 @ 7.30pm 

Prestwood Village Hall, Wycombe Road  
Prestwood HP16 0NZ 
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Public Forum: Residents regarding parking in Prestwood 
                          Representative from Great Missenden Football Club 
Present: Cllr A Hewett - Chair 
 Cllrs: K Allan, C Bunting, L Cook, M Everitt, R Griffin, J Hewitson, M Johnstone, M Lee, 

V Marshall, V Martin, K Pither, R Pusey 
 Also present: Jane Hennessy, clerk 
2026/096 Apologies – Cllrs Bains, Gladwin 
2026/097 Declarations of Interest 
 Item 102 – Cllr Everitt  
 Item 118 – Cllr Pither 
 Item 122 – Cllr Pither  
 Item 124 – Cllr Hewett 
2026/098 Minutes of the meeting held on 9th March 2026 were approved and signed as a true 

record.       
2026/099 Matters arising 

- The invoice for the sanding and oiling 5 benches in the parish is reduced in cost as 
the two benches on Buryfield still need further work to remove the black stains 
caused by graffiti, the contractor has therefore not charged for these two benches. 

- The planning application for the pride flags along Great Missenden High Street was 
submitted at the end of March costing £379 + VAT. 

- Guide Hut – required repairs to a leaking overflow pipe and a stop tap, G Tomlin 
carried out the repairs for £163.68 + VAT (approved by Cllrs Hewett & Pither).  It 
was noted that the external stop tap on the boundary is leaking.  This has been 
reported to Castle Water. 

- Approval has been given for the replacement of the knee rail fence on Prestwood 
Recreation Ground, adjacent to Gryms Dyke, with a low hedge, under 1m. 

- The account with the Equals Money pre-paid debit card has now been closed. 
- A breakdown of cost of Wycombe Road speed reduction has been emailed to all 

councillors. 
- The NNDR (business rates) were due on the Guide Hut.  The District Scouts have 

paid this invoice ahead of the completion of the lease. 
- Request for Churches picnic on Prestwood Common on 24th May between 3pm-5pm 

was approved under clerks delegated powers.  
2026/100 Councillor Vacancy Ballinger & South Heath – to consider applications and agree co-

option - two strong candidates were proposed and seconded and, following a 
majority vote it was resolved that Simon Parker be co-opted as a member of the 
council. 

2026/101 Prestwood Colts – Lease & Licence – these two agreements have now been 
renewed, signed and completed.  An invoice is awaited from Wellers Law, the 
solicitors.  

2026/102 Guide Hut – Lease – this is nearing completion.  A schedule of condition is being 
requested for inclusion by the District Scouts and Cllr Everitt is helping to progress 
this.   

2026/103 Wycombe Road, Prestwood - Speed Reduction – the update from Bucks Council 
advising that a quote has been requested for the installation of the completed design 
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is awaited and due shortly was noted.  A breakdown of the costs incurred to date 
was also noted. 

2026/104 Parish Councillor badges – this was deferred to a future meeting.  
2026/105 Prestwood Community Centre 
 1. Working Party Notes – these were noted and it was resolved, if required, that £60 

+ VAT can be spent on a call out charge to changing the code on the entry access pad.  
 2. Cleaning – contract annual price increase – the annual increase to £4,820 + VAT 

was noted.  Cllr Pither advised that the contract was in the process of being reviewed 
by the working party. 

 3. To consider window pane replacements – the quote from Smashing Windows for 
£1,300.83 + VAT, to replace 18 of the smaller lower panes which have blown and are 
in poor condition, was resolved by majority vote.  The council noted that the 
earmarked reserve for the PCC is only £2,000.  This will be reviewed at the May 
meeting in conjunction with the end of year figures.  

 4. Proposal to consider a dehumidifier – the vents have now been opened on all the 
windows and it was agreed to monitor the need for a dehumidifier given that the 
window panes are being replaced.  The parish warden will also be asked to check the 
vents are open on his weekly safety visits to the PCC.  

 5. To consider redecoration – the quotes for painting were discussed.  It was agreed 
to defer this given the need to replace the two large wooden cupboards and the 
need to reconsider the earmarked reserve level. 

 6. Water Safety – quote for remedial works – £265 + VAT was resolved to remove a 
dead leg, remove two unused taps and install at TMV in the accessible toilet.  This is 
all water safety work recommended in the latest report.  The work will be carried out 
by B Tomlin & Sons. 

 7. National Non-Domestic Rate Bill – the increase from £700 to £1,274 was noted.  
This is following a period revaluation by the Valuation Office.  A new earmarked 
reserve will be considered at the May meeting.  

2026/106 Misbourne Greenway – Opening Event – the invitation to an opening event on 27th 
May was noted and four councillors expressed an interest to attend.  (Cllrs Pither, 
Hewett, Allan & Johnstone.)  

COMMITTEES - Planning 
2026/107 Minutes of the meeting held on 7th April 2026 – were approved and will be signed at 

a later date. 
2026/108 HS2- Update  
 1. HS2 Reset & Progress –  the rest led by Mark Wild was noted.  It is to address rising 

costs, delays and a revised understanding of the scale of remaining works.  Progress 
continue on the Old Oak Common to Euton section.  The major works are completed 
on the Chiltern Tunnel.  Rail systems contracts are in mobilisation.  Overall delivery 
continues across the route with operational sections expected between 2029 and 
2033.   

 2. Progress on construction sites – the update on the progress at the Chiltern Tunnel 
north portal was noted with the final concrete pour on the portal hoods completed.  
This marks the completion of civil engineering works for the Chiltern Tunnel.  
Following this completion the on-site concrete batching plant was removed in 
November 2025.  Further night-time closures on the A413 have been undertaken to 
install parapet walls on the Small Dean Viaduct, with additional closures expected in 
summer and autumn.  At Wendover Green Tunnel foundation works are progressing 
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for the final phase beneath Ellesborough Road, with tunnel completion expected 
next year and full road reinstatement anticipated in 2028. 

 3. Misbourne Greenway- this has now been designated as National Cycle Network 
Route 50, forming part of the Buckinghamshire cycleway and the wider proposed 
Birmingham to London cycle route. The Greenway opened to the public on 16 
October 2025.  The first section between Wendover Dean and Great Missenden is 
complete and open, although the route currently terminates at Dunsmore Lane due 
to HS2 construction constraints at Small Dean preventing a safe onward link to 
Wendover. The project is being delivered by Walk Wheel Cycle Trust in partnership 
with Chiltern Society, Buckinghamshire Council, Network Rail and Greenways and 
Cycle routes. 

 4. South Heath cutting – update - excavation continues between South Heath and 
Bowood Lane, including construction of three overbridge crossings to accommodate 
Leather Lane and footpaths. Extended summer working hours are now in place for 
earthworks, drainage and landscaping, with additional weekend working for 
associated activities.  Public Rights of Way closures continue in the area, with 
Buckinghamshire Council and the Chiltern Society working with HS2 to improve 
communication to users, including Duke of Edinburgh walkers, through an online 
interactive map and updated signage. Concerns were noted regarding the GMI/2 
diversion route along Frith Hill and Potter Row, with warning signage installed to 
alert road users. 

 Open Spaces and Lighting 
2026/109 Open Spaces Committee – Minutes 11th March 2026 – were approved with a minor 

amendment and will be signed at a later date.  The proposed possible repairs to the 
shelter at Prestwood Common to be carried out by Cllr Everitt are considered low risk 
and this was approved by the council. 

2026/110 Buryfield Adventure Play Area – Gate replacement – as the gate has just been 
adjusted, it was agreed to revisit this as and when required.  A new quote will be 
obtained at the time. 

2026/111 Buryfield - to consider applying for a Football Foundation grant for the pitch – the 
request from Great Missenden Football Club (GMFC) for the parish council to apply 
for funding to improve the quality of the pitch on Buryfield was discussed.  The grant 
scheme is run by the Football Foundation.  The first steps are to obtain quotes for the 
work that is required and GMFC will obtain these and present them at a future 
council meeting.  This will enable the parish council to compare the costs with the 
possible £3,200 annual funding available for two years.   

2026/112 Hebborns Family Funfair – to consider request for use of an open space – the 
council agreed in principle for Hebborns to run their fair in the parish.  Cllr Pither will 
contact the funfair and ask them to request dates and locations for council approval. 

2026/113 Prestwood Sports & Leisure Association (PSLA) – copy of email sent to Bucks 
Council – the details of the PSLA’s email requesting a longer lease from Bucks Council 
for land used by the Prestwood gym, and also a peppercorn rent, was noted and 
supported by the parish council. 

2026/114 Junior ParkRun – request to complete HS2 grant form – the council approved the 
completion of the form, which commits Buryfield to be used for a minimum of two 
years, should the funding be successful.  
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2026/115 Request to use Prestwood Common – Football match – the request for use of the 
Common for a reunion match on Sunday 21st June was resolved.  The approval of 
Prestwood Colts was noted.    

2026/116 Allotments – Chequers Lane hedge damage – the recent damage causing a gap in 
the hedge allowing access to the footpath at the back of St Peter’s Close was 
discussed.  It was recommended that heras fencing is used to block the gap 
temporarily and the parish council have some low fencing which could be used.  
Graham Sexton has been asked to help with this.  Re planting can then be 
considered. 

2026/117 Streetlight Damage – Winslow Fields, Great Missenden – the cost of £615 + VAT to 
repair the streetlight in Winslow Fields was approved.  The work will be carried out 
by Lamps & Tubes.  

2026/118 Allotment – Chequers Lane – Shed request – update – this was withdrawn by the 
proposer.  

 Finance and General Purposes  
2026/119 LGPS Discretions Policy – this policy was reviewed and adopted by resolution.  
2026/120 Investment Strategy – this updated strategy was reviewed and adopted by 

resolution.  A further savings account is being researched. 
2026/121 Grant payment – Chiltern Arts Society – the council noted that this grant request 

was approved in September 2025 and was added to the 2026/27 budget.  This was 
resolved and the payment will be made. 

2026/122 Request for Grant – Prestwood Community Association – the grant for £4,000 for 
the summer Prestwood Big Week and picnic was approved by resolution.  

2026/123 Payment of accounts for March – Final 2026 numbers 335-348 for the sum of 
£15,739.37 (inc VAT) were agreed and sundry items of £54.85 ratified. Payment of 
accounts for April 2026 numbers 1-28 for the sum of £25,585.76 (inc VAT) were 
agreed and sundry items of £65.70 ratified. 

 Editorial Working Party 
2026/124 ‘The Source’ – Cllr Hewett reminded every to submit ideas for articles for the 

upcoming edition of The Source. 
2026/125 Reports from Representatives to outside Groups – none. 
2026/126 Clerk’s Report – noted.  
2026/127 Matters for information – none. 
 
Future Meetings  
a) Planning Committee – 7.30 p.m. Tuesday 5th May 2026 – Great Missenden Memorial Centre 
b) Annual Parish Meeting - 7.15pm Monday 11th May 2026 – Great Missenden Memorial Centre 
c) Annual Parish Council Meeting– 7.30pm Monday 11th May 2026 – Great Missenden Memorial 

Centre 
 
 


