
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Monday 11th May 2026 @ 7.30pm 

Great Missenden Memorial Centre, Link Road,  
Great Missenden, Bucks HP16 9AE 
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Public Forum: None. 
                         
Present: Cllr A Hewett - Chair 
 Cllrs: K Allan, C Bains, C Bunting, L Cook, M Everitt, J Gladwin, R Griffin, J Hewitson,  
 M Johnstone, M Lee, V Marshall, V Martin, S Parker, K Pither, R Pusey 
 Also present: Jane Hennessy, clerk  
2025/128 Election of Chairman of the Council 2026-2027 
   Cllr Hewett stood for election. 

Proposed by Cllr Pither and seconded by Cllr Cook and there being no other 
nominations, Cllr Hewett was elected by majority vote. 

 The Chairman signed a declaration of office which was witnessed by the Clerk 
2025/129 Election of Vice Chairman of the Council 2026-2027 
   Cllr Pither stood for election. 

Proposed by Cllr Allan and seconded by Cllr Griffin and there being no other 
nominations, Cllr Pither was elected by majority vote. 

2025/130 Apologies 
2025/131  Declarations of Interest 
 Item 137 – Cllr Everitt  
 Item 162 – Cllr Hewett 
2025/132 Appointment of Members to Committees and Working Parties 
    It was resolved that the following nominations be confirmed:- 
   Planning Committee 
   Chairman   Councillor Bunting (proposed Cllr Pither, 2nd Cllr Allan)  
   Vice-Chairman  Councillor Gladwin (proposed – Cllr Johnstone,  
      2nd Cllr Cook) 
   Members  Councillors: K Allan, C Bains, L Cook, M Everitt, J Hewitson,  
      M Johnstone, V Marshall, R Pusey.   
      (Ex officio as required:- K Pither, A Hewett) 
  Open Spaces & Lighting Committee 
  Chairman  Councillor K Pither (proposed Cllr Griffin, 2nd Cllr Bains)  
  Vice-Chairman   Councillor A Hewett (proposed Cllr Griffin, 2nd Cllr Cook) 
  Members               Councillors: K Allan, C Bains, C Bunting, M Everitt, R Griffin,  

V Marshall, R Pusey  
  Finance & General Purposes Committee 
  Chairman  Councillor R Griffin  (proposed Cllr Hewett, 2nd Cllr Cook) 
  Vice-Chairman   Councillor J Gladwin (proposed Cllr Hewett, 2nd Cllr Johnstone) 
  Members     Councillors: A Hewett, M Johnstone, K Pither, V Martin,  

S Parker 
  Editorial Working Party for “The Source” & Website & Digital Comms    
  Editor                Councillor K Allan (proposed Cllr Pither, 2nd Cllr Griffin) 
  Editor – Digital Comms Councillor C Bunting (proposed Cllr Hewett, 2nd Cllr Pusey) 
  Members    Councillors: A Hewett, L Cook, M Johnstone, M Lee, S Parker,  

K Pither  
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HS2 Working Party 

  Chair   Councillor M Johnstone (proposed Cllr Bains, 2nd Cllr Pusey) 
  Members  Councillors C Bains, A Hewett, K Pither, C Bunting, R Pusey,  
     V Martin, J Gladwin  
     Co-opted: Cllr P Martin, Bucks Council 
  PCC Working Party 
  Chair   Councillor Pither (proposed Cllr Allan, 2nd Cllr Griffin) 
  Vice-Chair  Councillor Bains (proposed Cllr Pither, 2nd Cllr Cook) 
  Members  Councillors: C Bunting, L Cook, A Hewett, V Marshall 
2025/133 Appointment of Members to local organisations 
  Age Concern     Cllr. V Marshall 
  Charity of Dame Jane Boys   Cllrs C Bains, K Pither 
  Bucks Community Board   All councillors 
  Stoke Mandeville & Other Parishes Charity  Cllr L Cook 
  Great Missenden Village Association  Cllrs: V Martin, Mike Johnstone 
  Great Missenden Chamber of Trade  Cllr A Hewett 
  Prestwood Village Association  Cllr K Pither 
  Prestwood Community Association  Cllr K Pither 
2025/134 Declaration of Office – approval of any deferrals – none.  
2025/135 Minutes of the meeting held on 13th April 2026 were approved and signed as a true 

record.         
2025/136  Matters arising 

- The access codes at Prestwood Community Centre have all been changed. 
- Affinity Water have resolved the leak at the external stop tap at the Guide Hut 
- The damage of the grass at Prestwood Recreation Ground last year, by the pavilion, 

has settled during the winter months and is agreed no longer to be a safety 
concern. 

- Vandalism was reported of two wooden benches on Buryfield (the WI ‘Hildreth’ 
benches).  They were beyond repair.  An incident has been reported with Thames 
Valley Police.  Graham Sexton has dismantled and unbolted the remains of the 
benches to be disposed of.  A cost of £80 + VAT was approved by Cllrs Pither & 
Hewett. 

- The annual play equipment inspection has been completed and we await the 
reports.  In the meantime, Play Inspections Ltd have raised one moderate risk item, 
two loose fixings on a swing in Buryfield toddler play area.  These have now been 
secured by Graham Sexton today. 

- Notification of a planning appeal hearing on Land Adjacent to Hampden Farm Barn, 
Greenlands Lane, Prestwood was noted and Cllr Bunting will circulate any suggested 
additional comments prior to the deadline of 5th June. 

2025/137  Guide Hut – lease update & EPC Certificate – it was noted that there was a legal 
requirement for this building to have an non domestic EPC certificate before the 
lease with the District Scouts can be completed.  Cllrs Hewett & Pither approved the 
£225 cost quoted from Sims Consulting and the inspection was carried out last week. 

2025/138 Prestwood Community Centre (PCC)  
 1. Pump Service & Soak away repair – Allclear Effluent Services quote for £450 + VAT 

was resolved.  This is for the biannual pump service and a clear out of a soak away. 
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 2. Smoke alarms & heat alarm – the quote from Flash Electrics for £400 to replace 4 
alarms and link them up the additional smoke alarms, as per the fire safety report 
recommendations was resolved. 

 3. Quote for fire extinguishers & annual service – the fire safety report requires fire 
extinguishers to be available at the Community Centre.  The quote from Fire System 
Solutions for £320 + VAT was resolved.  As was the annual servicing contract of 
£165/yr for the service of the fire extinguishers, emergency lights & smoke alarms. 

 4. Cupboards – proposal to replace the cupboards – the quote received to replace 4 
fire doors and create new cupboards, replacing the old ones in the hall, was 
discussed and it was agreed to await further quotes.  The budget requirements 
would also need to be considered and agreed by the council.  

 5. Car park repairs – Southern Landscaping are due to return to attend to the pot 
holes in the car park in the coming weeks. 

2025/139 Wycombe Road, Prestwood – Speed Reduction – the council noted the cost of 
£5,043.97 + VAT for the proposed installation works of the speed reduction on this 
road.  This is within the budget previously resolved and held in an earmarked 
reserve.  It is hoped that an indicative programme and timeframe will be received 
shortly. 

2025/140 Pride Flags – update & proposal to pay for installation – it was noted that due to 
delays within Bucks Council’s planning team the determination date for the consent 
to fly the progress pride flags application is now 26th May.  Cllr Pither presented a 
quote of £425.00 for Lamps & Tubes to install the pride flags as soon as permission is 
given, as no volunteers have come forward to help.  The council resolved this cost. 

2025/141 Email Address – Discontinued – the council noted that the previously used email 
address of parishclerk@onetel.net has now been discontinued.    

2025/142 Buryfield Car Park – repairs – the quote from Bucks Council for resurfacing a part of 
Buryfield car park was discussed.  The clerk noted that the area quoted for seemed to 
include the whole car park and confirmation has been requested. 

2025/143 Photographic Exhibition – Cllrs Lee & Bains asked for volunteers to help man the 
exhibition over the weekend of the 29th, 30th & 31st May at Great Missenden 
Memorial Hall. 

2025/144 General Power of Competence – the Parish Council noted that it met the criteria 
required to adopt the General Power of Competence under the Localism Act 2011. 

 The number of elected councillors exceeds two thirds of the total number of 
councillors, with 12 elected members out of 16 seats. The Clerk holds the Certificate 
in Local Council Administration. It was therefore resolved that Great Missenden 
Parish Council adopts the General Power of Competence. 

COMMITTEES - Planning 
2025/145 1. Minutes of the meeting held on 5th May 2026 were approved with minor 

amendments as a true record and will be signed at a later date.  
 2. Annual review of Terms of Reference – the council reviewed the Planning 

Committee Terms of Reference. Following consideration, it was resolved that the 
Terms of Reference be approved and adopted for the forthcoming year.  

2025/146 HS2- Update  
 1. Reset & Progress – the main civil engineering works in this parish have been 

completed.  Align continues excavations of the trace up to Grims Ditch and the 
construction of three overbridges from Leather Lane to the North Portal of the 
Chiltern tunnel. 
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 2. Construction Sites – Small Dean Viaduct – the parapet installation on the Small 
Dean viaduct has been completed.  The next closure of the viaduct is expected in the 
summer to enable dump trucks to use the viaduct to cross the A413 and Chiltern 
railway line to transport spoil north.  The green conveyor system would then be 
redundant and be removed.  The last full closure of the A413 should be for the final 
realignment of the road and will hopefully allow completion of the norther section of 
the Misbourne Greenway.  Wendover Green Tunnel – a total of 1489 tunnel 
segments haven installed with the last phase 4 underway.  Back fill, waterproofing 
and drainage also need to be completed.  Rocky Lane Underbridge – Rocky Lane is 
due to close towards the end of July for 2 weeks to enable construction.  Leather 
Lane – highway realignment &  finishing works due to continue summer & autumn 
2026.   

 3. South Heath Cutting – earthworks continue into summer 2026.  All concrete work 
at the north portal are now complete and the ancillary building is ready for this 
installation of the operational railway equipment.   

 4. Community Events – drop in events at Great Missenden Memorial Centre on 3rd 
June and 16th September are planned.   

 5. South Portal – the remediation of the land around the Colne Valley viaduct are 
nearly complete and the aim is to complete landscaping works in Hillingdon & 
Buckinghamshire by the end of summer 2026. 

 Open Spaces and Lighting 
2025/147 Annual review of Committee Terms of Reference – the council reviewed the Terms 

of Reference for the Open Spaces Committee.  It was resolved that the Terms of 
Reference be approved and adopted for the forthcoming year  

2025/148 Allotments 
 1. Ballinger – tap replacement – the cost from Graham Sexton of £95 + VAT was 

resolved for the required tap replacement.  
 2. Ballinger – Shed request – approval was given for a shed on plot 3, providing the 

usual regulations were adhered.  
 3. Greenlands Lane – tap replacement – the cost from Graham Sexton of £95 + VAT 

was resolved for the required tap replacement.  
 4. Chequers Lane – Hedge Gap – the council approved a maximum of £300 to repair 

this gap in the hedge.  As this work is urgent a quote from Graham Sexton is awaited 
and will be approved if under £300.  

2025/149 Prestwood Recreation Ground – drain cover damage – Allclear Effluent Ltd have 
replaced a broken manhole cover and subsiding chamber on Prestwood Recreation 
Ground next to the pavilion.  The estimated cost was a maximum of £350 + VAT and 
this was approved by Cllrs Hewett & Pither on safety grounds.  The work was carried 
out on Friday.  

 Finance and General Purposes  
2025/150 Annual review of Committee Terms of Reference – the council reviewed Terms of 

Reference.  Following consideration, it was resolved that these be approved and 
adopted for the forthcoming year   

2025/151  Risk Register & Asset Register – the council reviewed the updated risk management 
scheme and asset register and resolved to adopt both documents. 

2025/152 Standing Order & Financial Regulations - the council reviewed these documents and 
resolved to adopt both the Standing Orders and the Financial Regulations.  These are 
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based on the latest NALC model templates.  The clerks delegated powers detailed in 
the standing orders were also reviewed and adopted by resolution. 

2025/153 Code of Conduct – this was reviewed and adopted by resolution without 
amendments.  

2025/154 Lloyds Bank Credit Card – the new direct debit to clear the balance of the credit card 
in full each month on the 30th of the month was resolved.  

2025/155 Attendance Record – the council noted attendance record for the full council and 
planning committee for the last year.  

2025/156 Press & Media Policy – the policy was reviewed and adopted. 
2025/157 Banking Arrangement – Signatories, Direct Debits & charges update - the current 

monthly/annual direct debits; EON, Octopus, Ecotricity, TalkTalk, ICO, Ikon Comms 
Ltd, Castle water and Lloyds Bank were all noted.  The current bank account 
signatories of Cllrs Hewett, Johnstone, Lee & Pither (awaiting Lloyds online access) 
and also the clerk (in order to set up online payments) were all reviewed and 
resolved.  It was resolved to add Cllr Griffin as a signatory with internet access to 
Lloyds Bank. 

2025/158 Annual reviews – the following were all reviewed and adopted without 
amendments; insurance provision, Grant Policy, Disciplinary Procedure, Data 
Protection Policy, Privacy Note & GDPR information. 

2025/159  Subscriptions – the current annual subscriptions to NALC, BMKALC, ICCM, Open 
Spaces Society, SLCC, Chiltern Society, CPRE, ICO and National Allotment Association 
were reviewed and agreed.  

2025/160 Payment of accounts for May 2026 numbers 29-55 for the sum of £32,898.79 (inc 
VAT) were agreed and sundry items of £54.90 ratified. 

 Editorial Working Party 
2025/161 ‘The Source’ – suggestions for articles for the next edition of The Source were 

welcomed. 
2025/162 Reports from Representatives to outside Groups – none. 
2025/163 Clerk’s Report - noted. 
2025/164 Matters for information  
 
Meeting closed at 9.00pm 
 
Future Meetings  
a) Planning Committee – 7.30 p.m. Monday 1st June 2026 – Great Missenden Memorial Centre 
b) Parish Council – 7.30pm Monday 8th June 2026 – Prestwood Village Hall 
 


