
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Monday 13th July 2026 @ 7.30pm 

Great Missenden Memorial Centre, Link Road, Great Missenden, 
Bucks HP16 9AE 
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Public Forum:  
Present: Cllr A Hewett - Chair 
 Cllrs: C Bunting, L Cook, M Everitt, J Gladwin, J Hewitson, M Johnstone, M Lee,  
 V Marshall, S Parker, K Pither, R Pusey 
 Also present: Jane Hennessy, clerk 
2026/201 Apologies – Cllr K Allan, C Bains, R Griffin, V Martin 
2026/202 Declarations of Interest:- 
 Item 224 – Cllr Pither 
 Item 225 – Cllr Hewett 
2026/203 Minutes of the meeting held on 8th June 2026 – were approved and signed as a true 

record.       
2026/204 Matters arising 

- Hosepipe ban – Affinity Water have now advised that a hosepipe ban is in place 
from 17th July.  The advice on Affinity Water’s website is that hosepipes can be used 
on allotments for fruit and vegetables only.  This applies only if a watering can is not 
sufficient and does not apply to flowers. 

- Buryfield Lane – a report of overhanging branches on the footpath by the school.  
This was reported to Bucks Council who advised that this was parish council owned 
land.  Clerk sent a response advising that the parish council do not own the land 
from Buryfield to the school, including the footpath. 

2026/205 Guide Hut  
 1. Lease – the lease has now been completed.  Keys and documentation will be 

handed over to Cllr Everitt, as the representative of the District Scouts.  Thanks were 
also recorded for Cllr Everitt for his assistance in completing this lease. 

 2. Business Rates – the council noted the update that the parish council are likely to 
be responsible for rates on the guide hut from 1st Jan 2026 until the lease was signed.   
This is approx. £500.  Two instalments of £110.00 have been paid towards this.  The 
clerk will progress this with Bucks Council. 

2026/206 Wycombe Road Speed Reduction – the update from Bucks Council was noted.  The 
project is progressing and a delivery date for equipment/signage is awaited. 

2026/207 Prestwood Community Centre 
 1. Roof clean – the quote from G & A Property Services for £1,095 for roof and gutter 

cleaning was approved by resolution.   
 2. CY Ventures – it was approved to waive the hire charge for a 6 hour booking by CY 

Ventures in August as part of Bucks Council’s holiday & food club.  It was also noted 
that a brownie group has now booked the Community Centre on Thursdays 5-7pm 
and that CY Ventures were happy to move their monthly bookings to an alternative 
evening. 

2026/208 Great Missenden Memorial Centre – the draft management agreement – the 
proposed draft agreement and responsibilities were resolved unanimously.  It was 
noted that this is a rolling year agreement. 

2026/209 Pride Flags, Great Missenden – feedback – the five received objections to the pride 
flags displayed on Great Missenden High Street were received and noted by the 
parish council.  
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2026/210 Affinity Water – The response to Affinity Water's request for dates and times when 
the water supply had not been available was discussed.  The clerk was asked to check 
Facebook for information and respond.  

2026/211 Draft Letter to Bucks Council – Prestwood School funding for play equipment – it 
was agreed to write to BC with the council’s concerns on the lack of funding provided 
for school playground equipment.  A letter will be drafted and circulated for council 
approval.  

COMMITTEES - Planning 
2026/212 Minutes of the meeting held on 6th July 2026 were approved and will be signed at a 

later date.  
2026/213 Additional Applications considered at Planning Meeting 13th July 2026 – due to the 

unavailability of Bucks Council’s planning portal on 6th July, an additional planning 
meeting was called on 13th July to fully consider applications.  The planning 
committee updated the council orally on their recommendations for responses to 
these applications.  The comments to the applications were resolved.  

2026/214 Land adjacent to Hampden Farm Barn, Greenlands Lane, Prestwood –  
 appeal hearing attendance – the appeal on 28th July was noted and it was agreed 

that Cllr Bunting would represent the council and speak at the appeal hearing.   
2026/215 HS2- Update  
 1. HS2 Reset & Progress – approximately one third of the total programme is 

complete.   
 - Civil engineering is around two thirds complete 
 - All 23 miles of tunnels between Old Oak Common and Birmingham have been 

excavated 
 - The Colne Valley viaduct and the Chiltern Tunnel are complete 
 - 70% of earthworks have been delivered 
 - Nearly 300,000 tonnes of steel have been used. 
 - Excavation of the final major tunnel (Old Oak Common to Euston) began in January 

2026) 
 2. Construction around the Chilterns – updates were received on the sites around 

the Chilterns, including Wendover Dean Viaduct, Small Dean Viaduct and Wendover 
Green Tunnel. 

 3. Community Engagement – Align has two more planning drop ins at the Great 
Missenden Memorial Centre – 16th September 5-7pm & 18th November 5-7pm. 

 Open Spaces and Lighting 
2026/216 Annual Play Equipment Inspection – Reports – the summary of the findings was 

noted as was the update to repairs of the moderate risk items.  It was agreed to try 
and obtain a quote for all the remaining items for the council to prioritise these 
repairs. 

 1. Ballinger wooden pig – it was noted that the wooden pig has been removed by 
Graham Sexton and is awaiting a quote for repair.   

 2. Skate park repairs – an updated quote was presented to the council from 
Lightmain.  This was following a site visit and recommendation of further skatelite 
sheets that would need replacing in the near future.  Therefore the quote for 
£3,676.19 + VAT was approved by resolution.  

2026/217 Allotments  
 1. Chequers Lane – the recent thefts at this site were noted.  These have been 

reported to the police by the allotment tenants affected.   
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 2. Chequers Lane – coded padlock approved – it was approved to purchase two 
further padlocks at £90 + VAT each for the two gates at Chequers Lane allotment 
site.  A further padlock for £90 + VAT to also be purchased for Nairdwood Lane gate.  
These purchases were resolved. 

 3. Ballinger – an email from an adjacent resident to the Ballinger allotment site 
notifying the council of the presence of Japanese Knotweed on his property was 
noted.  As were the details planned for its removal and the notification that the 
treatment would ensure that there would be no spread onto the allotment within 3 
m of the boundary would be guaranteed for a number of years. 

 4. Ballinger – Request for bench – the request for a bench on an allotment at 
Ballinger allotment was resolved.  

 5. Spurlands End Road – the request for a shed on plot 9, within the guidelines, was 
approved by resolution.  

 6. Spurlands End Road – the council resolved to approve the Open Spaces committee 
recommendation to give notice to quit plot 4A for non cultivation.  

2026/218 Ballinger Waggoners Cricket Club – Protective Nets – The update on the proposed 
installation of protective netting alongside the boundary hedge between Ballinger 
Common and the Memorial Hall was noted. The parish council is awaiting drawings in 
order to submit the planning application. The suggestion of temporary nets was 
made and it will be checked whether planning permission is required if the nets are 
removed at the end of the season or between matches. For reference, the proposed 
nets are 7.5m high, 30m long and supported by four posts. 

2026/219 Moveable Vehicle Speed Signs (MVAS) 
 1. Replacement Batteries – the quote for £630 + VAT for two spare batteries for the 

new MVAS signs were approved by resolution. 
 2. Ballinger – following contact from a resident it was agreed to contact Bucks 

Council Highways regarding possible locations for a speed sign could be approved in 
Ballinger.  

2026/220 Gryms Dyke hedge – update –Two responses were received from residents of Gryms 
Dyke, one objection received and another feedback with concerns over cost and 
ongoing maintenance.  It was discussed that the hedging would be far enough back 
from the edge that there would still be room for cars to park.  It was agreed to 
request quotes for 1m hedging plants.   

2026/221 Request for Streetlight – the request from a resident of Hazel Road, Prestwood for a 
streetlight was discussed but not approved.  It was noted that the area requested for 
a streetlight may be on privately owned (possible Paradigm) land. 

2026/222 Streetlighting – Electricity Contract renewal – a further quote was awaited, but as 
agreed last month this will be approved to a maximum of £10,500p.a.  

 Finance and General Purposes  
2026/223 Insurance – update – the increase in premium of £117.90 was approved by 

resolution.  This is for additional surfacing and replacement play equipment recently 
purchased.   

2026/224 Grant Request – Plan-it Prestwood – the grant for £6,645.00 for replacement 
Christmas lights for the tree in Prestwood was approved by resolution.  This also 
includes costs for putting up & taking down the lights and Highways permits. 

2026/225 Grant Request – The Source – the grant for £815 for printing the last edition was 
approved by resolution. 
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2026/226 Prestwood Community Association – the feedback from recent grant award towards 
the Prest Fest and Prestwood Big Week was noted.  

2026/227 Payment of accounts for July 2026 numbers 82-116 totalling £38,749.22 (inc VAT) 
were agreed and sundry items of £100.00 ratified.  

 Editorial Working Party 
2026/228 ‘The Source’ – the report on articles included in the last edition and welcoming 

articles for the next edition was noted.  
2026/229 Reports from Representatives to outside Groups  

- Prestwood Village Association – it was reported that the PVA will close at the end of 
September 2026. 

2026/230 Clerk’s Report – noted.  
2026/231 Matters for information 
 
Meeting closed at 9.10pm 
 
Future Meetings  
a) Planning Committee – 7.30 p.m. Monday 3rd August 2026 – Great Missenden Memorial Centre 
b) Parish Council Meeting– 7.30pm Monday 10th August 2026 – Great Missenden Memorial Centre 
 
 


